
Voice of the Next-Generation
Mobile Developer
Appcelerator / IDC Q3 2012 Mobile Developer Report

The World’s Largest Mobile Developer Report of 

5,526 Appcelerator mobile developers from Aug 22-28, 2012

Copyright © 2012 Appcelerator, Inc. and IDC. All Rights Reserved.

Mobile-First Startup Could Disrupt Facebook’s Social Dominance

Mobile Developers Disappointed with HTML5 Mobile Applications

Apple Dominates as Platform of Choice for 

Developers while Android Continues to Decline
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The Mobile Cloud Makes Its Move 

In this quarter’s survey, we continue to explore developer opinions on mobile cloud storage services, including Mobile 
Backend as a Service (MBaaS) and Mobile Platform as a Service (MPaaS) capabilities. Developers remain excited about 
the capabilities offered, with over two-thirds interested in mobile cloud storage. However, the use cases envisioned 
for those cloud services, particularly storage, vary widely. 50% of those interested cite applications and data that can 
move across different devices as the primary use case for cloud-based storage options. 34% of those interested cite 
secure access to information from anywhere at any time. Lastly, 32% of those interested are not sure of the use cases. 
Obviously, the two use cases specified are low-hanging fruit for cloud-based Mobile Backend as a Service (MBaaS) 
providers. However, we believe that significant education, as well as enablement, for developers is needed in order to 
fully capture these developers’ momentum and imagination.
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MOBILE DEVELOPER PROFILE

GENDER  Male

AGE  20-29

WORK VALUES  

Takes pride in his work

LIFE VALUES  

Freedom of speech, lack of censorship, individuality, free flow 

of information, creativity and innovation, human rights and 

humanity, beautiful design, the environment

PASSIONATE ABOUT  

Fighting corruption, politics, ending poverty, corporate greed

CONCERNED ABOUT

Lack of empathy, selfishness, global warming, unethical 

practices, ignorance, censorship  

COMPANY SIZE

Almost 32% are independent developers, citing 1 employee 

in their company

31% work for companies with fewer than 10 employees

28% work for companies with between 11 and 999 employees

9% work for enterprises with more than 1,000 employees

AGE

38.4% are in their 20s

79.2% are under the age of 40

 

GENDER

96% are male

4% are female

Mobile developers told us that 

changing the world and their 

personal impact/imprint on 

it is extremely important to 

them. They also place extreme 

importance on “wanting to 

know it first and know it best.” 

Conversely, getting promoted 

and impressing the boss was 

categorized as “not or less 

important” to this community.
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About the Appcelerator / IDC 
Q3 2012 Mobile Developer Report
Appcelerator and IDC surveyed 5,526 Appcelerator Titanium developers from August 22-28, 2012 on their perceptions 

about current debates in mobile, social, and the cloud as well as their development priorities. Developers were 

individually invited from Appcelerator’s user registration database to complete a web response survey. A raffle for a 

free iPad 2 was made and only one response per user was allowed. Respondents’ answers were given freely with no 

other incentive or compensation for their participation. 

Appcelerator developers represent a uniquely broad spectrum of backgrounds. Thirty-one percent of respondents 

classify themselves as independent developers, with the other 69% coming from businesses. Appcelerator has a global 

audience, with 36% surveyed stating they live in North America, 38% in Europe, and 26% throughout the rest of the 

world. Note also that Appcelerator developers come from a web development background, so although they build 

applications with Appcelerator Titanium, they are used to working across multiple platforms.

About Appcelerator

Appcelerator is the leading enterprise-grade, cross-platform development solution on 

the market today, with over 350,000 mobile developers using its software to power over 

50,000 cloud-connected mobile, desktop, and web applications used on 80 million 

devices every day. The company’s flagship offering, Appcelerator Titanium, is the only 

mobile cloud platform to enable fully native, cross-platform mobile app and HTML5 

web development, from a single codebase. Appcelerator’s customers can leverage their 

existing skills and open, industry standard technologies to decrease time-to-market 

and development costs, increase customer adoption and revenues, and enjoy greater 

flexibility and control. For more information, please visit www.appcelerator.com.

About IDC 

International Data Corporation (IDC) is the premier global provider of market intelligence, 

advisory services, and events for the information technology, telecommunications, and 

consumer technology markets. IDC helps IT professionals, business executives, and 

the investment community to make fact-based decisions on technology purchases 

and business strategy. More than 1,000 IDC analysts provide global, regional, and local 

expertise on technology and industry opportunities and trends in over 110 countries. For 

more than 46 years, IDC has provided strategic insights to help our clients achieve their 

key business objectives. IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the world’s leading technology media, 

research, and events company. You can learn more about IDC by visiting www.idc.com.
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